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The Kerry Blue Terrier: Basic anatomical Points
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GENERAL &SPFEARANCE:

The typical Kerry Blue Terrier should be wpstanding, well knit and in good
balance, showing a well developed and muscular body with definite ferrer
slyle and character Hiroughout, A low sheng Kerry is nat typical.

For the Iishman, the Kemy Blue Temier was an adaptable
working farm dog of gameness, retrieving on land or in
water, drawing badger, ratting, herding, guarding, and was
the family companion and pratector Describing the typical
Kerry Blue Temer as upstanding refers to keenness and
Fearessness: well knit indicates o compact dop pood bal-
ance demaonstrates soundness and comect strecturg; well
developed and muscular applies to health and fitness.
Definite temier style is alert, intelligent, keen, feisty, proud,
and confident. True character of a Kerry Blue Temier is readi-
ness and willinaness, but not aggressiveness, The breed
must be gentlemanly and always alert. Exaggeration of any

kind is to be avoided. Both sexes should be compact and
strongly constructed with good bone, substance and well
developed musculature. The coupling between the loowand
section of the deog and the rear quarter eonsists of the mus-
cles of the loin, the flanks and abdomen and the lumbar
spine as well as other assedated stauctures. This coupling
must be relatively short and strong, but flexible. A too short
back and coupling tend to produce "side-winding™ and
ather mavement [aults, A low slung Kerry is so atypical that
it is specifically mentioned in the Standard and should be

regardid as a major fault.
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Size. Proportion. Substance:
The ideal Kerry should be 18 % inches at the withers for a dog, sligfitly less
for  Bitch. Un judging Kerries, a feight of 1819 inches for a dog, and 17
w-19 inedtes for a Bitch should be given prinary prefereice. Cnly where the
comparative superiority of @ specimen onlside of the ranges noted dearly
justifies i, should greater latitude be taken. n no qrse should it extend fo
dog ever 20 fnches or under |7 ¥ fnches, or to Ditches over 19 4 inches or
wnder | 7 inches. The minimain nils do nol apply to puppies,

The Kemy Blue Terrier is a mid-size terrier. The Standard is
spedific that in no case should a Kemy Blue male be aver
W or under 17 ¥ ar a Kerry bitch over 19 57 or under |77
visual measuring lends to making an honest error of X7,
therefore, the Standard provides ample latitude for size
variation, & Kerry male over 20 or a bitch over 19 X7 kases
breed type. Taller is not better, One’s eye must be trained
toicentify and stay within the correct mid-size range.

IDEAL: 18 for a mabe and slightly less lor a bitch
PRIMARY PREFERENCE: 18-19%" for a deg, 17 4™ to |9 for a bitch

MEVER OVER: 20" for a dog. 19 for a bitch
MEVER UNDER: 17 4~ for adog, |7 for a bitch

kleal Kemy dog-
|5 4™ at withers;

Bitch slightly less

Overlarge-any dog
over A0¢ abwithers;
any bitch over 194




PROPORTION AMND

SUOUBSTAMNCE: Tic most desimble weight for o fully
developed dog &5 from 33-40 pounds, bitches weighing proportionately less,
A well developed and muscular body. Legs moderately long willh plenty of

Bower aved miscle.

"Maderate” or "maoderately” are significant words in the
Kermy Standard indicating 2 moderate breed in every
way, The Kemy must never appear out of proponticn-all
parts must balance, The head is in proportion to the
body, the neck is in propotion to the length of the back
and the back is in proportion to the height at the shoul-
der and the length of the legs. “Upstanding” refers to
length of leg as the Kemy is one of the long legged
breeds. The distance from withers to elbow almost
equals the distance from elbow to ground and overall
length of the dog from forechest to buttocks is appaoxi-
mately equal to the height at the withers. The back may
appear short due to comect lavback of shoulder, high tail
set, or grooming styles, but the back should never be 2o
short as to limit length of stnde.

The Kemy should give an impression of good muscular :

development and soundness. There should be a deep ; LJHH:E ;:::: :;:S;ﬂmm :;E
chested, sturdy look, but not low slung. Typically a Kery ol g

exhibits plenty of bone and muscle, but must maintain a C. Length from forechest to bultocks
marked degree of elegance and style, an aristocrat in the

show fing.

Correct Kerry proportion requires
that A+ B=C
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Read:

Long, but ol exaggerated, and in good proportion to the rest of the Body. The head is impartant to the wark of the Kerry (to hunt
Skull flat, with very slight stop, of bul moderate Breadth between the ears, badger, ratting, retrieving, etc.) A well filled foreface bal-
and narvowing very slighily to the eyes, Foreface full and well made wp, not anced to the skull, both being approximately the same
falling way appreciably below Hhe eyes, bul moderately chiseled oul lo length with the teeth amanged in a scissors or an even

relieve the forefuce from wedginess. Liltle apparent difference between the bite, is essential. Beauty and quality is revealed in the

il o ak sl i o i b sl . emanthness and (latness of the skull and the small,
cr:fu afd level, free ﬂf:::mﬁf?:::jneis MR AR dark, expressive eye. Clean and level refers to the malar

banes not being prominent. The stop is slight, Skull and
muzzle are on parallel planes when viewed in profile,
and the under jaw is strong with lips tight, The foreface
tapers anly slightly to a black nose with nostrils large
and wide.
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Incorrect skull-
domed between
Sars, Mamow snipey
miuzele

Incomrect skull: too
wide, protruding
cheekbones

Corect skull

page 7



EYES:
Dark, small, not prominenl, well placed and with a keen lermer expression,
Anything approaching a yellow eye is very indesivafle.

Eyves are small and dark. The dark eye rims form an

oval or almond shape, Dark eyes, properly placed

and properly shaped are essential features in keen

terrier expression, Light colered eyes or anything

approaching a yellow eyve is a major fault

Cormect: small, dark
eyes with dark eye
i,

iy

Ingomect: eves oo
light. too reund

page 8



EAaRS:

V-shaped, small but ot out of proportion to the size of the doa, of mederale
Uiickness, carred forward close to the cheels with the lap of the folded ear
slighily above the level of the skull. A "dead” ear, hound-like in appearance,
is very undesirable.

The ear placement is to be forward of the occiput and
as near the top of the head as possible. The fold of
the moderately thick Veshaped ear is horizontal and
slightly above the top of the shull, the ear tip points
toward the outside comer of the eve and is camied
forward close to the cheek. To obtain the proper fald
tey the ear, it is pasted o the hair
on the puppy's skull while the
puppy 15 teathing. Proper ear
pasting will leave no marks or
scars. A “dead” ear, hound-like in
appearance, a flying ear with the
tip held away from the skull, or a
rose ear, held out to the side of
the skull, are faults. These ear sets
are uncharacteristic and disfigure
an alert expression. The ear car-
riage reflects the Kemy's alertness.

Faulty rose ear

Faulty “dead”,
hound-like ear,
no lift
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NOSE:
Black, mostrils farge and wide.
The nostrls should be large and wide for scent par-

poses as for any sporting dog. The nose must always
be black,

Incomed: Penalize extreme over-
lapping of vpper ingsons over
lower testh

TEETH:

Strang, white and either level or with the upper incisors slightly everlapping
the lawer teeth, An undershol mouth should be strictly pemalized.

Undershot or overshot mouths are both objection-
able; however, the Standard states an undershot
mouth is strictly penalized. Full dentition is highly
desirable.

Incoamect:
Undershot bite
should be strictly
penalized

Comect: Bite with wpper
incizors slightty ovedapping
lower teeth

Carrect: Levael bite with
upper and lower incisons
rneating withaut overdap,
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NECK. TOPLINE.,. BODY:

Neek elean and moderately long, gradually widening le the shoul-
ders upon which it should be well set and carried proudly. Back short,
strong and straighl (Le. level), wilh ne appearance of slackness,
Cliest deep and of bul moderale breadifi, Ribs faily well sprung,
deep ralher han roumd. A slight luek-up. Loin short and powerful.
Tail showld be sel on high, of moderate lenglh and carried gaily erect,
e straighler the tail the beller.

The neck is free of throatiness fexcessive sking, mod-
erately long, slightly arched, and in proportion to the
head and body, Elegance resides in a head carried
prowdly with a definite arch to the nape of a neck well
sel into a smoath, well laid back shoulder The bady
Is compact, muscular, strong with a level topline. A
long weak back is not typical. Due to gmoming. only a
slight waistline is visible when a Kemry is viewed from
above, and the hips should be almost as wide as the

chest. The chest is deep, reaching 1o the elbow, of
moderate breadth, being about four fingars in width
petween the front legs. The brisket reaches well for-
ward betwaen the front legs. It must be deep and
moderately sprung for lung and heant room. A barrel
body is nat correct. The loin should be short with a
clight tuck up and no indication of ol in the [oin area
while the dog is in motion. The croup is level with the
back. The high set tail has the pinbone well out
behind, The tail is carried erect, upright=the
straizhter, the better, or with a very slight forward
curve toward the head when excited, slightly more
bend over the back while sparring. A squirrel tail
should be penalized The cropped tail s of moderate
length. docked approximately one-third, leaving
about six vertebeae or one and one-fourth inches at
three o five days old, and the tail must balance with
the overall dog.




FOREQUARTERS:

Shoulders fine, long and sloping, well laid back and well knil. The elbows much width. Leg benes are round and smooth with-

hanging perpendicalary to Uee Body and working clear of the side in move- out being dunky or too heavy. Dew daws on the front

menl, The forelegs should be straight from both front and side view. The legs should be removed.

prclers shorl, straight and Rardly noliceable. Feel should be slrong, compat, .

fatry rouend, moderately small, with good depih of pad, free from cmcks, the Tl];isfﬂﬁif;u:h ;ill‘:‘if:uﬂn:‘l;:il“?:r\rf]; .;IFGT:: de{;ﬂ

toes arched, Lirned neither in nor out, with Mack toe nails. il chadls the dorciites of the tott Bk o 4

frent feot-the pads are set close together in a tight,

Im structure, this terrier resembles the working faily round circle, a cat foot. not splayed, The foot
breeds. The shoulder blade, upper am and associat- must point straight forward, Flat feet, wesk pastems or
ed muscles should be flat with the upper paint of the down in pastemn are objectionable. Black pads shaould
blade appreximately over the elbow. The humens is be free of cracks or coms. Toe nails, which should be
as long as the shoulder blade, which brings the front kept short, are black.

lez back under the body. In show stance, an imaginary
vertical line drawn from the top of the shoulder ta the
ground will pass a little behind the elbow. An adult
dog should have two finger widths between the tips

of the blades at the withers. This Lonedt Incorect -
structure is paramount for both Comect shoukder lavback and pehicthigh Poor shoulder lavback and pelvicthigh
- configuration |5 neceszary for powerful, configuration inhibils proper movenment

beauty and correct sound move-
mient. Comect shoulders contribute a
clean line from the withers to the
elbow with no appearance of heavi-
ness ar over-emphasized muscling,
Shoulders well sloped back allow
the dog to move with a long. free
stride which indicates power, reach
and accuracy. The straight shoulder
is uncharacteristic as it upsets the
visual balance: the neck becomes
shorter, the back longer, produding a
short, choppy zait. Elbows should
be held elose to the body while
maving or standing A pinched front
is no more acceptable than too

ared Faroes neck farvand (ewe neckl,
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Carnect pastem:
Mearly straight, "up
of loes” ook

Pogr pasterns:
Very pronounocd

with flat feel push-
Ing nails up

Incomect: Incommact:

Correct: ¥
Barrel-ribbed

Ribs fairly well sprung

[ncormrect:
Low set curved tail

Incorract:

Comect;
Squirme| tail

Tail straight, high on back
page |3



RBINDQUARTERS:

Strong and museudar with full freedam of aclion, free frium droop or gronehi, action, and create a hindguarter unfit for proper gait
e Hiighs long and powerful, stifles well Beat and tured neither in nor oul, or hard work over any length of time. With dog in
fiocks wear the arond and, when viewed from belind, apright and parafle] show stance, visually draw an imaginary vertical line
wilh each other, Uae dog standing well up on Hem. DISOUALIFICATION: from the back of the tail-it should fall to the frent of

the back wes, Dewdaws on the hind legs are a dis-
qualification. Judges arc obligated to check for dew-
claws on the inside of both hecks, The fect are round,
Upper and lower thighs should be equal in length, tight, pointing forward, usually a litle smaller than the
Both upper and lower thigh muscles should be well ront feet.

developed and firm, Hocks should be low ar short,

Fram this structure derives the locomotive power for

waork, play, attack, or for defense: these functions call
for muscles, substance and power When the Eemy is
viewed in profile, notice the first thigh, wide, long and
powerdul. Motice the namowing sec-
and thigh, well developed and firm,
complete with a well bent stifle,
The profile should show sufficient
angulation. When the Kerry is
viewed from behind, there should
be a visual straight line with no
turning in or out of thighs, stifles, or
the hind feet. The contral tower of
this running gear is the powerful
muscular development of stem and
buttocks. Only when there is suffi-
cient angulation in these areas
does there seem to be the desired
muscle on the second thigh which
gives the look of thrust and power,
Lack of muscular development,
weak thighs, straight stifles.
cowhacks, sickle hocks, ar splayed
feet nat anly disfigure but deprive
the hindguarters of freedom of

Caewe chiows on frined fegs. Feel as in fronl.
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COoOAaT: pajor fault="poodle pack™ with
Soft, dense wed wavy. A harsh, wire or bristle cont slould be severely penal- ey stand Suayonal

ized. L show i the body showld be well covered bul tidy, with Te head
lexeepd for whisbers) aued (e cars and cheeks clear,

Silky, soft, dense, with waves. The combination of
these singularities of coat are unique (o the Kerry
Blue Temer The single coat should always be soft,
plentiful, dense and wavy. Marcel waves should
resemble finger waves, pot curls ar kinks, The texture
I5 sllky. mot wooly or harsh. A fuzzy, cotton coat is
equally as improper as 2 hash coat, The proper coat
must be soft to the touch and weather resistant. When
in a rain storm, the value of ity dense coat becomes
evident. The coat does not shed, and even when wet,
is odoress. In show trim the body should be well cov-
ered but tidy (coat should be wavy and mold to the
body like a wellfitting gament). On the head (except
for the whiskers), the throat, ears, and cheeks are dip-
pered. The ump and back of tail are timmed dose ar
clipped. A Kerry Blue coat shaped into a "poodle
pack” with every hair standing straight up istand away
coath, showing o waves, is uncharactenstic and is a
majar fault,

clense and wavy
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COLOR:

The correct malure color is any shade of bue gray or gray Blue from deep
slale to light Blue gray, of a feidy wniform color threughot excepl that dis-
tinctly darker to black parts may appear on the muzzle, fead, ears, feet and
fail.

Kerry color, in ils process of clearing from apparent black at birth to the
mature gray blue ar blue gray passes WUirough one or more [ransitions
invelving a very dark Blue (darker than deep slale) shades or linges of
Brown, and meixtures of these, togeffier with a progressive infiltretion of the

correcl malure colar. Up lo 18 months such devinlions from lhe eorrect
melere color are permissible witkoul preference and wilfion! regard for wni-
farmity. Thereafter, deviation from it o any significanl exlent nusl be
severely penelized. Sofid Black s never permissible in the show ring. Up to
| & manths, any doubl as to whether a dog is black or a very dark blue
should be resatved in favor of the dog, particalary in the case of a pappy.
Black an the muzzle, head, ears, tail and feel is permissible al any age.
DISQUALIFICATION: Solid Black,
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Color is impotant, It is the most distinguishing hzllmark-the
dog iz a Kerry BLUE. Judges need to understand the Kerry
Blue color and its relationship to the breed. The breed has
a graying factor which wms the coat color from dark blee to
a color between a deep slate or o a light blue gray, Usually
Kerries are bom black and hopefully approach mature
calor by 18 months of age. At same point in time the puppy
color changes from Black to any shade of Blue as given in
the Standard. The change is gradual and could imvolve the
coat showing tinges of brown in varying degrees; an effed as
if a sponge of lighter silver was overlaid on the darker coat;
or a marbling effect as if only blotches or spots were luming
color Any of these changes may occur while a carrect
rature codor s developing. Even after the mature color is
achieved, Kerries continue to change color The Standard
states the coat is to be the cormect, mature color by 18
rieanithes; hoawever, many Kermies require two years or longer
to achieve this. Such deviations from the comect mature
color are pemissible without preference and without regard
to uniformnity up to 18 months of age and should rot be

penalized. Up to 18 months of age, any doubs is resalved in
favor of the deg, as mentioned in the Standard, except for
solid black. Mature color shauld be  faidy uniform all ever
the body and all shades of blue, frorm Light gray Blue to dak
blue are equally comedt, Mo preference shall be given to
any color of blue so long as it ks a shade of blue,

Wheen a Kemy i very dark and net entened in a puppy or 12-
18 menths class, the judge should sk the steward Inot the
exhibiltor, since this is a disqualification factor) the dog's
date of birth, and after ascertaining this information, pro-
ceed accordingly, knowing that a Kemry under 18 months
cannat be penalized for lack of color and any doubt is
resolved in favor of the dog as instructed in the Standard
Solid black is never permissible in the show ring. A small
white patch on the chest is permissible but not desirable
Thie skin has a blue cast.
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GAIT:

Full freedon of action. The elbows fanging perpendicedary to the body and
working clear of Uie sides in imovement. Both forelegs and hind legs should
miove shraighil forward when traveling, Uhe stifles lurning neither in nor aut.

front feet should barely lift off the ground, At a fast
trot. the feet will converme toward the center line of
the body. Topline remains level with no bounce, The

The desired gait is steady, even, covering the most
ground with very little effort, maintaining a level
topling without roll or pace. The head may drop
slightly as speed increases. Moving away at a mader-
ate speed the powerlul drive from the hindquarters
shauld show foot pads with each step. Coming back at
a moderate speed shows extended reach in front,
elbaws close to the body and legs straight from elbow
to foot, Maving around the ring at a brisk trot, the front
feet should extend parallel to end of the nose to coor-
dinate with the powerful drive from the hindguarters,
indicating balanced angulation front and rear. The

y
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Kermy is agile and should move with a smoath rthyth-
mic grace which tends to accentuate power and bal-
ance, In soundness of movement, the Kerry resem-
bles a long-legged sporting or working breed. rather
than the more traditional short-legged terriers. A
Kerry should never move faster than a brisk trot
{which should be well balanced and tireless) in the
show ring, preferably on a locse lead,



Forward movement at a moderate gait

Comect: Incomect: Incomrect: [ncomeact:
Straight legs Elbawing out Winging Crossing aver

Ir;}:.'{'; _:: 1 I i II

Fear movement

Correct: Incorrect:
Straight legs Cow hacked

[ncorrect:
Crossing over
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TEMFPERAIMIENT:

The General Appearance says, “definite terrier slyle and characler Note: It is imperative for the show and breeding fanci-
Hiratghoul”. er to keep the Standard close at hand. It becomes the
nucleus around which to establish zoals and priosi-
ties. Individuality is expressed by the decisions a
breeder makes as to the important features in the
growth and develapment of a line of dogs, The chal-
lenge of breeding is to stay within the approved

Kerry Blues should be gaod tempered, spirited,
friendly and brave, This breed is intelligent and affec-
tignate, with a witty, loving, Irishrman's sense of humaor,

Most Kemles greet the judae with a fiendly wagging Standard. Most Kerry breeders accept this challenge
with devotion.

tail. They chould be aler but gentlemanly in the ring.
They should never be aggressive toward people, and
even toward another dog their attitude should be
that, while the Kery won't start anything, he could fin-
ish it. This is a powerful dog and must be controlled.
At a dog show. a judge should put to the side any
exhibitor who allows a Keny to lunge and snarl. This is
not typical of good Keny temperament. Any sugges-
ton of uncontrolled aperession or tmidity is a major
fault. In the 1965 edition of The Mew Complele Kerry Blue
Temier, Dr. E. 5. Montgomery stated: “The controlled,
alert ‘devil come forward” attitude of the Kemry Blue
Temer makes a pleasant and lasting impression on
the show-attending bystander. Kerry Blues should be
sparred but the exhibitor should remember the path
te good ring manners is practice. If they eyve each
other intently, throwing themselves forward on their
frant woes, arching their necks, raising their cars to
proper Kemy position, stand taut and ready for any-
thing. each waiting for the other to make the first
move. and when, due to past training, neither does—if
they wag their tails. tum slowly and retum happily to
their places, then they are truly Kerry Blue Termers”,
While males should alwavs show in this manner, many
lemales are less interested,
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